In The Specification 



Please replace the second paragraph on page 11 of the application starting on line 5, in its 
entirety with the following paragraph: 

The Internet is one of the most utilized networks for interconnecting distributed computer 
systems and allows users of these computer systems to exchange data all over the world. Connected to 
the Internet are many private networks, for example, corporate or commercial networks. Standard 
protocols, such as the Transport Control Protocol ("TCP") and the Internet Protocol ("IP") provide a 
^ convenient method for communicating across these diverse networks. These protocols dictate how data 
/V are formatted and communicated. As a characteristic of the Internet, the protocols are layered in an IP 
stack. At higher levels of the IP stack, such as the application layer (where HTTP is employed), the user 
information is more readily visible, while at lower levels, such as the network level (where TCP/IP are 
used), the data can merely be observed as packets or a stream of rapidly moving digital signals. 
Superimposed on the Internet is a standard protocol interface for accessing Web resources, such as 
servers, files, Web pages, mail messages, and the like. One way that Web resources can be accessed 
is by browsers made by Netscape® and Microsoft Internet Explorer - ® NETSCAPE® and MICROSOFT 
INTERNET EXPLORER®, 



Please replace the second paragraph on page 16 of the application starting on line 6, in its 
entirety with the following paragraph: 



Upon receipt of the message packet 400 from source PC 302, ARS 308 processes the information 
in accordance with instructions embedded in the overhead information. The ARS 308 specifically will 
^ extract the product code information from the received packet 400 and, once extracted, will then decode 
\^ this product code information. Once decoded, this information is then compared with data contained 
within the ARS advertiser database 310 to determine if there is a "hit." If there is no "hit" indicating 
a match, then information is returned to the browser indicating such. If there is a "hit," a packet 402 is 
assembled which comprises the address of the source PC 302, and information instructing the source 
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PC 302 as to how to access, directly in a "handoff ' operation, another location on the network, that of 
an advertiser server 312. This type of construction is relatively conventional with browsers such as 
Netscape® and Microsoft Internet Exploiei® NETSCAPE® and MICROSOFT INTERNET 
EXPLORER® and, rather than displaying information from the ARS 308, the source PC 302 can then 
access the advertiser server 312. The ARS 308 transmits the packet 402 back to source PC 302 over 
Path "B." Referring now to FIGURE 4b, the message packet 402 comprises the address of the source 
PC 302, the URL of the advertiser server 312 embedded within instructional code, and the URL of the 
ARS 308. 
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